






 Buying 1927 Chevrolet Sport Cabriolet 

was easy
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 Owners of vintage Chevrolets evidently enjoy touring in their 

antique vehicles. The owner of a 1927 Chevrolet Sport Cabriolet 

lived in Kerrville, Texas and often took his car on nearby tours. 

 That’s how Franklin Gage of Greenbelt became acquainted with the 

man and the car. The blue car stands 5-feet, 10-inches high and has 

yellow pin striping and black fenders. In the autumn of 2006 Mr. 

Gage was taking part in a Chevrolet club’s southern tour and 

learned that the restored 1927 Chevrolet was for sale. He knew the 

owner took great car of his cars so he purchased the car without 

hesitation. A trailer to haul the car was included in the deal. 

 “I wasn’t even sure how to drive. it,” Mr. Gage says. 

 The plan was that Mr. Gage would return home and come back to 

Texas with a truck for the spring tour in 2007. Then he would tow 

the 1927 Chevrolet home. When spring arrived, the transmission in 

Mr. Gage’s truck failed, thus ruining that plan. The truck was 

repaired in time for Mr. Gage to take it to Texas for the autumn tour 

in 2007. 

 On 4.50x21-inch tires Mr. Gage rolled the 12-foot, 8-inch-long 

Chevrolet onto the trailer and towed it to Mountain View, Ark., 

where the tour was to take place. “That’s where I learned to drive 

it,” Mr. Gage says, “In the hills of Arkansas.” 

 The 171-cubic-inch, four-cylinder engine developed 26 horsepower 

with the eight exposed push rods working furiously. 

 The two-bladed fan behind the radiator is sufficient because, Mr. 

Gage says, “It doesn’t overheat, even in traffic.” The 16 vertical 

louvers on each side of the engine hood also help dissipate heat 

from the engine. “With this car you have to be patient,” Mr. Gage 

explains. 





Mr. Gage towed his Chevrolet home and began looking over the 

paperwork that came with the car. He discovered that 1927 was the 

first year of production for the Sport Cabriolet model with a total of 

41,137 manufactured. The appearance of the tan canvas top with 

Landau bars indicates the top can be lowered, but that isn’t the case. 

The 2,135-pound Chevrolet when new had a base price of $715. 

Optional extras on the Chevrolet include: 

Y Motometer. 

Y Outside mirror. 

Y Windshield awning. 

Y Spare tire and cover. 

Y Running board step plates. 

The headlights are in buckets while the cowl lights are miniatures of 

the headlights. 

At the rear of the car is one combination taillight/brake light mounted 

in the center of the spare tire. The rear bumper is split into two parts 

to allow room for the spare tire. At the rear of the car is the 10-gallon 

gas tank and mounted on it is the gas gauge, making it easy for the 

driver to run out of fuel, which Mr. Gage has done. “The car isn’t mine 

until I run out of gas,” he says. 

Now that Mr. Gage has become familiar with the car, he says “it’s really 

a fun car to drive.” Still, it takes a bit of getting used to the 

idiosyncrasies. The battery is secure under the floorboards beneath 

the driver’s feet. The gear shift lever to operate the three-speed 

transmission sprouts from the floorboards beside the hand brake. 

Stopping chores are handled by the two-wheel mechanical brakes. “If it 

had four-wheel brakes,” Mr. Gage says, “It would just be two more 

brake shoes to replace.” The windshield can be pushed out at the 

bottom to allow fresh air into the cabin. A single wiper is ready to clear 

the driver’s portion of the windshield. 

Seated behind the four metal spokes supporting the wooden steering 

wheel, Mr. Gage nods toward the revolving 85 mph speedometer and 

comments, “I haven’t got that high yet.” 

Reprinted from Washington Times 



 1927 Chevrolet Capitol AA – Displaced 
the Model T

 Posted on  June 19, 2013 by  Kent Jaehnig
 Trade catalog for the 1927 Chevrolet Capitol AA Capitol, featuring an image of the 2-

Door Sport Cabriolet.

 At the beginning of the 1920s, the Ford Model T reigned supreme in the American 
automobile market. Cheap, mechanically simple, and easy to repair, the “Tin Lizzie” 
was much beloved by the American driving public. But Ford changed the Model T very 
little and by the middle of the decade, a combination of stiffer competition, advancing 
technology, and changing customer tastes rendered the Model T obsolete. Faced with 
such realities, in May 1927, Ford shut down its production lines for 6 months to retool 
for production for of the Model T’s successor, the Model A. When Ford temporarily 
went offline, other manufacturers sought to fill the gap in the market. One car 
succeeded in displacing the Model T as America’s best-selling car: the 1927 Chevrolet 
Capitol AA.

 The 1927 Chevrolet Capitol AA was the end result of some very shrewd product 
planning and development. Starting in 1923, at the instigation of General Motors 
Corporation’s president Alfred S. Sloan, Chevrolet adopted a strategy of offering cars 
that were low-priced, but a little more expensive than the Model T. In return for a little 
more money, Chevrolet offered its customers much more in the way of updated 
technology, modern styling, and creature comforts. Built and marketed in accordance 
with this strategy, Chevrolet cars proved quite competitive with the Model T and the 
company dramatically increased its market share between 1924 and 1926. When the 
Capitol AA was formally introduced in January 1927, it helped drive the Model T out of 
the market. When Ford temporarily ceased production, the Capitol AA became the 
top-selling American car for the 1927 model year.

 Trade catalog images of 3 of the 8 available body styles for the Chevrolet Capitol AA: 
Landau, Sedan, and Coupe.



The 1927 Chevrolet Capitol AA was a reasonably modern low-priced car for its time. Riding on 
a 103-inch wheelbase, the car was powered by a 171 cubic-inch inline-4 engine, which was good 
for 26 horsepower and featured air and oil filters as standard equipment. The car’s engine was 
mated to a modern 3-speed sliding gear manual transmission. The Capitol AA was fitted with a 
handsome contemporary body shell, which featured full crown fenders and bullet-shaped 
headlights. Customers had a choice of 8 different body styles, ranging from a 2-Door Roadster 
to a 4-Door Landau Sedan. Of particular interest was the 2-Door Sport Cabriolet, which came 
equipped with rumble seat, a Chevrolet first.
Selling in the $525-$745 range, the Chevrolet Capitol AA typically cost $160-$200 more than the 
Ford Model T. Nevertheless, it was more than a match for the Model T and was well-received by 
the motoring public. American drivers liked the Capitol AA’s modern appearance and were 
pleased to discover that it was a more comfortable and better performing car than the Model T. 
The Capitol AA also earned a reputation for being a high-quality car over the course of its 
production life and was found to be quite durable. Such qualities made it a worthy top-seller.
The Chevrolet Capitol AA was superseded by the Chevrolet National Model AB for the 1928 
model year. More than 678,000 Capitol AA’s were built. Largely due to the events of 1927, Ford 
and Chevrolet became archrivals in the American automobile market and remain so to this day.
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Specifications

The Chevrolet Capitol Cabriolet is a convertible/cabriolet with 2 doors and a front mounted 

engine which transmits its power through the rear wheels.

The Chevrolet Capitol Cabriolet belongs to the AA model family from Chevrolet.

Its engine is a naturally aspirated petrol, 2.8 litre/171 cubic in, overhead valve 4 cylinder 

with 2 valves per cylinder. In this application it develops 26.8 bhp (27.2 PS/20 kW) of power 

at 2000 rpm.

The engine transmits power to the wheels by means of a 3 speed manual gearbox.

.

mm
inches

Wheelbase 2616 103

Track/tread (front) 1422 56

Track/tread (rear) 1422 56

Length 3761 148.1

Width 1689 66.5

Height 1815 71.5

Ground clearance 230 9.1

length:wheelbase 
ratio

1.44

Curb weight 1000 kg 2205 lb

Weight 
distribution

46.70 % front

fuel tank capacity 37.9 litres 8.3 UK Gal 10 US Gal




















